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As this happened to be the fact, it was natural that
the President, according to the statecraft of his school,
should deny it at once, and with an air of gentle melan-
choly.

"Wearing therefore his most ingenuous expression,
Jeannin addressed the assembly.

He assured the States that the king had never for-
gotten how much assistance he had received from them
when he was struggling to conquer the kingdom legally
belonging to him, and at a time when they too were
fighting m their own country for their very existence.48

The king thought that he had given so many proofs
of his sincere friendship as to make doubt impossible;
but he had found the contrary, for the States had ac-
corded an armistice, and listened to overtures of peace,
without deigning to consult him on the subject. They
had proved, by beginning and concluding so important
a transaction without his knowledge, that they regarded
him with suspicion, and had no respect for his name.
Whence came the causes of that suspicion it was diffi-
cult to imagine, unless from certain false rumours of
propositions said to have been put forward in his be-
half, although he had never authorised any one to make
them, by which men had been induced to believe that
he aspired to the sovereignty of the provinces.

"This falsehood," continued the candid President,
"has cut our king to the heart, wounding him more
deeply than anything else could have done. To make
the armistice without his knowledge showed merely
your contempt for him, and your want of faith in him.
But he blamed not the action in itself, since you deemed
it for your good, and God grant that you may not have
been deceived. But to pretend that his Majesty wished
to grow great at your expense, this was to do a wrong
to his reputation, to his good faith, and to the desire
which he has always shown to secure the prosperity of
your state."4*

Much more spoke Jeannin in this vein, assuring the
assembly that those abominable falsehoods proceeded
from the enemies of the king, and were designed ex-
pressly to sow discord and suspicion in the provinces,

a Jewmin, i. 109.                                      ** Ibid. HO.
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